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Program
Updates

Having recently returned from my travels for student interviews, I’d like to start by
thanking all the alums who came out to show their support for the program. From
application reading, to taking part in interviews, and coming out for alum get togethers,
my heart was warmed by the love y’all have for (MS)2 and the community you continue
to help shape. There were many alums I met for the first time, and some I was happy to
catch up with and share updates. In New York, Fort Worth, Memphis, and Flagstaff, we
averaged 10+ alums who joined me and Dr. Dantrayl Smith (MS)2 ‘00 for food,
fellowship, and (MS)2 Swag raffle. Do you have an idea for some (MS)2 Swag? (We’re
honestly a bit low on quantity and variety.) Email us your ideas at ms2@andover.edu.   

Since the last newsletter, we wrapped up application reading, student interviews, and
offers for enrollment. In total, (MS)2 received 277 inquiries (profiles created), read 161
applications, interviewed 91 students, and offered enrollment to 39 students. We were
able to enlist close to 20 alums of (MS)2 to help us read applications and were lucky
enough to have a few alums join me for interviews. This year’s in-person interviewsSubscribe to our email list.
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occurred in Fort Worth, Chicago, Memphis, Albuquerque, Santa Fe, Farmington,
Shiprock, Navajo, Fort Defiance, Chinle, Tuba City, Winslow, and Tuscon. I also held
Zoom interviews with students from New York, Maryland, Washington, D.C., Georgia,
Ohio, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New Mexico, and Arizona. We are excited to welcome
the new scholars into the fold via Welcome Events in May, and finally to campus on
Monday, 30 June, 2025. The online Welcome Event will take place on Saturday, 3 May
at 1p ET. RSVP at ms2@andover.edu and help us welcome the new and returning
scholars! Do you have the capacity to host an in-person Welcome Event in your city?
Let us know! 

Lastly, does the summer of 2025 mark an anniversary on the 5s for you?! Members of
the (MS)2 class of 2000 are planning something, so please come on through for
Saturday, 12 July. The Cultural Sharing Showcase is at 7p that night. We’d love to make
connections across the graduating classes and with current scholars. Holler if you know
more than 5 of you from any graduating class will be coming back. If the numbers exist,
we’ll be able to put on a bit of a Welcome Back! 

As we leave winter behind us, I hope this enewsletter finds y’all easing into the thaw
and ready to plant some intentions for the year. Please reach out with anything y’all
need. 
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Scholar
Spotlight

Our Scholar Highlight this quarter features Nydia Cárdenas, class of 2003.

A native of Fort Worth, Nydia has always centered community in her work. After
graduating from Stanford University with a B.S. in Mechanical Engineering, Nydia
started her career at a non-profit focused on economic development in the Latinx
community. Then as a Senior Analyst for the Goldman Sachs 10,000 Small Businesses
program, Nydia was inspired by entrepreneurs to pursue a MBA (which she received
from the University of Michigan) and give back to the small businesses driving
economic development in communities. After graduation, she did just that in Detroit
where she taught business planning in English and Spanish. Continuing her focus on
increasing access to capital for underserved entrepreneurs, Nydia was VP of Customer
Success at CrowdSmart, a cutting-edge startup using human-powered AI to improve
investment decisions. 

Creating transformative experiences for herself and others is her jam. That’s why in
2020 she launched The Energy Takeback series which helps people reclaim agency over
their energy and feel energized more often than burnt out. As your energy bestie, she
will challenge you, experiment with you and cheer you on.

Cheering is what reminded me of one of my favorite (MS)2 memories - the volleyball
tournament at the log cabin. My classmates know I was not the athlete of the group, but
I could always be counted on as a cheerleader. However, I ended up playing our third
year when we were up against the faculty. I can’t remember if it was because other girls
were injured or if I was avoiding regret by playing in my final summer. What I do
remember is this moment that was thankfully captured on camera in which our team
came back to win. You can see our shock and joy. Kelvin is even lifted off the ground in
jubilation. My memory has decided I scored us some points and had something to do
with the win, but fellow ‘03s feel free to tell me I’m lying to myself!  I love any
opportunity to remember the wonderful experiences I had at (MS)2 and hope to see
folks at the upcoming 50th reunion.
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Get
Involved

New Scholar Welcome Event/Alumni Panel

On Saturday, May 3, Dr. Sykes will host a virtual New Scholar Welcome Event. We'd
also like to offer an opportunity for our new and current scholars to connect in
person with alumni in their respective areas. If you are willing to host an
informal gathering this May or June, please let us by sending us an email.

(MS)2 College Counselor James Robinson '15 is hosting an Alumni Panel on Friday,
July 11 at 1pm for the third-year scholars on the Andover campus. If you are
around the area and available, we'd love for you to attend. Please RSVP by filling out
this survey.

Subscribe to our email list.
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Support
(MS)2

We are proud and grateful for the outpouring of support for the (MS)2 scholars and
program to the Advisory Council Alumni Match this past week! You showed up as a
strong community and network of alumni leaders, honoring the legacy of (MS)2 and
supporting today’s scholars into their futures. By the numbers: Our goal for (MS)2

alumni participation was 100, and (MS)2 was the first to complete our match challenge
on PA Giving Day. Alumni support is critical, especially now, and we look forward to
celebrating the multigenerational strength of the (MS)2 community at the upcoming
Rewind and Reconnect, a virtual (MS)2 alumni gathering on May 15th at 7pm.
Stay tuned for the invite and link to log on and learn about today’s student body, trends
in education, and how you can support (MS)2 from wherever you are. Thank you!

 

Remembering
Elwin Sykes

This past weekend on Sunday, April 6, Phillips Academy celebrated the life of Elwin
Sykes P’92, ’97, ’01, Phillips Academy instructor in English for more than 30 years
(1973–1996 and 2002–2010), a (MS)2 instructor in English during the 1980s, and
former director of (MS)2 and Summer Session, who passed away on October 3, 2024, inSubscribe to our email list.
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Brooklyn, New York, following a four-year battle with cancer. 

Born and raised in segregated Shreveport, Louisiana, Elwin and his future wife,
Rebecca “Becky” Miller, met in chemistry class. After having been high school
sweethearts, both found themselves in Cambridge, Mass., for college, Elwin at Harvard
and Becky at Radcliffe. They got married shortly after Elwin graduated and was still at
Harvard working on a master’s in English. In 1973, Elwin was invited to become an
instructor in English at Andover.

“Elwin defined what it means to be a Renaissance man,” said Barbara Landis Chase,
14th head of school. “His astonishing breadth of interests and passion for teaching
combined when he created and taught his innovative, multidisciplinary course on New
Orleans, a city he deeply loved. He proved himself a scholar and a gifted teacher as well
as a true friend to many of us on campus. Above all, Elwin loved and supported his
family. Over the years, his pride in the many achievements of his wife and growing sons
was palpable.” 

Trustee Emeritus Bill Lewis ’74 met Elwin and Becky when they first arrived on campus
at the beginning of his senior year. “Elwin was my instructor in African American
literature, and it was by far my best experience in Bulfinch,” said Lewis. “His course
served as a foundation for a lifetime of future study and learning. Elwin had a sparkle in
his eye and a knowing smile when discussing literature and jazz—and his family.”

In 2010, Elwin retired from Andover and Becky left in 2013 for an opportunity to lead a
foundation supporting girls in South Africa. There, Elwin developed a further interest in
wildlife and photography and occasionally spoke about literature and civil rights to
classes at the school where Becky was based. The couple moved to Brooklyn, N.Y., in
2018, and Elwin immersed himself, as much as his health allowed, in the lives of all
three of his grandchildren.

Ada Fan, former PA instructor in English, remembers Elwin as “a master teacher,
earnest and intense, who engaged his students, made them think critically and actively,
holding them to account, but also supporting them. He was a wonderful colleague and
mentor, profoundly thoughtful and intellectually playful, with a wit sharp and wry and a
humor gentle and teasing too. He was a steadfast champion of justice and fair play.”

Elwin is survived by Becky, his wife of almost 53 years, and their three sons, Emmett
Ernest Sykes ’92 (wife Tahia Bell), Eliot Bryant Sykes ’97 (partner Ruth Arévalo and
child Manu Bé Arévalo Sykes), and Emerson James Sykes ’01 (wife Natasha Marsh and
sons Otis Michael Marsh-Sykes and Biko Marsh-Sykes).
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Support (MS)2
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